The QomknJJt Bifloryof 

T o know yonr anl'were,whcrheryoiufl admit him. 

With all my heart i fome three or foure of you 
Goc giuc him courteous. conduft to this place, 

Meaiie time the Courtihall heare Belkrios Letter. 

Tour ^race /hall vuderjlaud'^ that at the receits of jour Letter 1 am 
very Jtcl^e ; hut in t he injlant that your Aicffenger came, in louing vu 
fit at ion wa$ with me a young TtoUor of Rome%is name u Xalthaz^x 
/ acquainted him with the cau/e incontrouerjie hetweene the lew and 
^nthonio the Aderehant ; we turnedore many ^oohys together ^hee is 
furnifhed with ny opinion , which hettred with his owns learning^the 
greatne/fe whereof Tcannot enough commend y comes with him at my 
importunity, to fill i/p your Graces requejl innry fiea^, Ibe/eechyou, 
let his lacke of years be no impediment to let himlackya reuerendejli- 
mat ion y for Tneuer knew foyoung a body with foolde ahead: I leaut 
him toy our gracious acceptance^ whofe trialLlhall better publi^hU 
commendation'. 

Enter Portia far Balthaz^er. 

Duke.Y ou h eare the lenifd Bellarto what he writes. 

And heere I take it is the Doftor come." 

Giue me your hand, comeyoufrom old ? 

For. I did my Lord. 

Duke.You arc wclcomc,takc your place ; 

Arc you acquainted with the difference 
That holds this prefent queftion in the Court. 

/’or.I am enformed throughly of the caufe.' 

Which is the Merchant hecrc ? and which the lew ? 

Duke Anthonie and olde Shylocke, both ftand foorih. 

Por.\s your mme Shylocke ? 

/ew.Shy/oeke is my mine. 
f «r. Of a ftrangc nature is ihcffuteyou folloWj 
Yet in fuch rule, that the Venetian law 
Cannot impungc you as you do proceed. 

You ftand within his danger, doe ye not? 

To he fayes. 

For, 


the ^i5\4erchant Venice > 

Par.Do you confeffe the bond ? 

Ant.\ do. ^ 

Per.Then muft the lew be mercifull. 

Shy, On what compulfion muft r,tcll me that. 

Par.The quality of mercy is not ftrain’d. 

It droppeth as the gentle raine from hcauen 
Vpon the place beneath : it is twice blcft. 

It blcffcth him that giues,and himthat takes, 

Tis mightieft in the mighticff.it becomes 
The throned Monarch better then his crownc. 

His feepter Ihcw'cs the force of temporall pow'er, , 

The attributero awe and maiefty, 

Wherein doth fit the dread and fcarc of Kings .• 

But mercy is abouc this feeptred fway. 

It is enthroned in the hearts of Kings, 

It is an attribute to God himfelfc ; 

And earthly power doth then fhew lik’^ftGods, , 

When mercy feafons iufticc ; therefore lew. 

Though iufticc be thy plea,confider this, 

That in the courfc of iufticc,npnc of vs 
Should fee faluation : w'C do pray for mercy. 

And that fame prayer, doth teach vs all to render 
The deeds of mercy.I hatie (poke thus much 
Tomitigate the iufticc ofthy plea. 

Which if thou folloWjthis flri£i Court of Venice 
Muft needs giue fentence gainft the M erchant therfc, , 

Shy My deeds vpon ihy headjlcraut the law. 

The penalty and forfeit of my bond. 

For. Is he not able to difeharge thc'roOriey ? 

S4jf. Ycs,hecre I tender it for him in the Courts 
Yea twice the fummc,ifthat wjll not fuflice, 

I will be bound to pay it ten times ore. 

On forfeit of my harids,my head, my heart t . 

If this will not iuffize,it muft appeare 

That malice beares dow'nc truth. And I brfeetb you ' 

Wrcftonceihc LawtoybUir'autHbrity, ; ; 
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